Attic Inscriptions:
Education

4. Ancient Greeks at War

Shields and Spears



The ancient Greek
world was divided Into
many different city
states.

They sometimes went
to war with each other.

The men did the
fighting.

MACEDONIA - b

ooul \. “Abdera

Amphipoh

THRACE

oMarondia

R THASO
\ il
L CHALCIDICE s S
7 Dicacde ®Acormthus SAMOTHAACE”
/ oQlynfhios. {
é‘% [Potidanie \aTérane .lW).S‘ \ oy
{ s TERE
s %, Mende' " Scione " troas  ASIA MINOR
= \
A ; 3 %‘% oanﬁu MALONNESUS . ey =
MOLOSS! (}_ SPhérse Methymiios | Do * Pacgamum
Ambescio A /t LESBOS '.- :vt- o
® U Pharsalus® -  PEPANETHOS A S 3,
1 Hegti ‘ JLGEANSE 1
SAndGtotium  AMiEe ., - g A { * Phocaea o
% tflicas A <% Pove Ch = SCYROS - | .L)YHI;‘(I;
. =4 £ s e Py
p'-"P'"PC’&‘ Thebes - *Beetria CHIOS i\ JONIA
ACHARA | frandeTemun o
- rystug ~
ey Sicyone™. PRI o Atnans $U L s SAMOS,}
o, - oklig Corinth ARQINA b GANOS .
: o Aigos ¢ ¢® a TENOS
ZACYNTHUS Mantines T, Epidayrus ‘ AL - CARIA
4'@ : CYTHINUS &' *AEGEAN SEA A
. " PARDS. CALYMNA
Messehes 8, . SEMPHOSLE TSl @ /NAXGS . =
% BIPHNCE o g COS - ”
: e a AMDIGOS ? v " S
o vELOS 51 ASTYPALARA oysose” Rhodes
Damas * Camirus® - glindos
. CYTnA RHODES
ANTICYTHERA % { CARPATHOS
: .*® Posaldium
e CRETE AT
Cydgnia et - TASUS
] L P B
Sybrita, NOSS0S -

LTeon
Phaestus®  Goffyna



When ancient Greeks went
to war they often carried
shields and spears.

This monument (now in a
Museum in Newcastle)
from Greece shows a
soldier getting ready for
battle.

A small figure hands him
his spear.




In combat they advanced at
their enemies.

This formation iIs called a
phalanx.

The soldiers pointed their
spears at the enemy.

They protected themselves
with round shields and
helmets.




A hoplite’s helmet.

From Greece, now
IN the Manchester
Museum.

Made out of
bronze, it was very
heavy.




Sometimes Greeks
depicted themselves
IN armour.

Archeades and
Polemonikos from
Athens (now at the
British Museum).

What are the men
carrying?




Other depictions of
warriors from the
British Museum.

Look how the shield
IS held with a hand-
strap.




On this monument a boy
on the left seems to be
carrying the shield on
behalf of the adults.




This vase painting
shows how the shield
was held.

The strap and handle
meant they could be
held in the left arm
alone.

The right arm was left
free to carry the
spear.




The Greeks sometimes
depicted their Gods and
Goddesses as soldiers.

This Is Athena with a helmet
and shield.



https://www.atticinscriptions.com/inscription/AIUK3/2

Athena greets two other figures.
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https://www.atticinscriptions.com/inscription/AIUK42/10

Young Greek men were
enrolled as cadets and
known as ephebes.

This stone model of a
shield lists the names of
the cadets enrolled in their

class.

Can you read any of the
names?

The oneringed inred is
‘Alexandroseus’: like
modern Alexander or
Alexandra!
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https://www.atticinscriptions.com/inscription/AIUK43B/5

Shields were decorated sometimes with a logo
relating to their city-state.




You might like to try our shield-making activity: see
Resource 4b
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